GLADSTONE
Division of Lancashire sent Liberal hopes sky-
high. This would have but one meaning. The
Nonconformists, who had been frightened away
in 1886, were returning to the fold. But there
was a fly in the ointment; for, at the end of 1889,
the Irish leader had been made a party in a
divorce suit, the petition having been filed by his
colleague O'Shea. But Parnell never showed by
a single tremor that he had any fear about the
result. On November loth, 1890, Morley had
a long interview on general matters with Parnell
at the Metropole Hotel, Brighton. At the end of
the conversation, he said to Parnell: " c There's
one point on which I have no right to speak to
you - and if you don't like it you can say so. But
it is important that we should know whether
certain legal proceedings soon to come on are
likely to end in your disappearance from the
lead for a time*
" He smiled all over his face, playing with his
fork/
" * My disappearance ! Oh, no. No chance
of it. Nothing in the least leading to disappear-
ance, as far as I am concerned, will come out of
the legal proceedings. The other side don't know
what a broken-kneed horse they are riding.* * I
ana delighted to hear that/ said I, * for I, for my
part of course, regard you as vital to the whole
business/ * \\fell/ he said, * the Irish people are
very slow to give a man their confidence and they
are still more slow to withdraw it/ I inferred